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| Publiſher to the Reaper. 


HE following Letter 

eving by a very parti- 
cular Accident fallen 
into my Hands : I up- 
on reading the (ame, 
could not but be of Opinion, that the 
| publiſhing it would be very accepta- 
ble to the Publick, both from the new- 

neſs of the Subject, and the pleaſant 
Manner of — the ſame. Tis 
' ſomerohat uncertain who is the 
Author thereof; ſome have gueſs'd 
it to have been writ by Dr. K—g, 
+ zoho writ the Account of the uſeful 
: Tranſactions or Voyage to Cajamai, 
c. But others do think it of a la- 


Fer 
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ſick, &c. But fo 


The Publiſher 
ter Date, and would- Father it 


of the Precedency of Law and Phy- 

* my own Part, I 
know litle elſe than that I have been 
told by ſome who pretend to know, 
that the Stile and Manner of wri- 
ting, exattly anſwers that of the in- 
gemous Dr. Slyeman, one who I am 


told, keeps himſelf wery private ; 


and therefor poſſibly not very much 
known to the Town. And tho it may 
at firſt ſeem ſomewhat inconſiſtent, 
that a Man not 'much in Vogue or 
Practice, ſhould pretend to treat 
and teach the manner of getting in- 
to Practice, yet if duly conſidered, 
this needs not ſeem ſo ver) ſtrange, 
ſince poſſubly neither Avarice, nor 
his natural Temper, do puſh him on 
to great hurry of Buſineſs, or per - 
haps the Methods now ſo neceſſary 
to introduce him, may not Suit his 


Ceni- 


Dr. St, as they did the Pamphlet 


| 


| 


bo 


- 
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to the READER, 

Cenius: Beſides that, many Au- 
thors have writ well on Matrimo- 

„tho not in that State, as others 
hs of the things they were not in 
Poſſeſſion of; who writ better than 
the Wiſe Eraſmus in the praiſe of 
| Folly? Iſocrates upon the excellencies 
/ Tyranny; and Glauco on Injuſtice. 
The Corruption and Vitiation of the 
Age, does probably encourage thoſe 
little Fineſſes and Art, our Author 
here obſerves in his Letter; ſince 
Pomp, cunning Flattery, Fawning, 
Forwardneſs, great Pretence, and 
great Show, are more conſtant Com- 
panions to Luxury and Corruption 
than Truth, Juſtice, real Knowledge 
or true Merit, which ſtill appears 
moſt plain and ſimple. Luxury and 
Corruption being fellow Partners. 


The Subject is I think altogether 
New, and may, for ought I knot, 
be of ſome Uſe to thoſe, not jet ſo 


well 
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The Publiſher, c. 
well acquainted with the Town, and 
who want to get into Buſineſs ; this 
ſeems only as yet a Sketch or Founda- 
tion for that End ; but if the World 

d go on and improve this Way, 
it may in time, become as much, or 
more, a real Art and Study to get 


into Practice, as the real Study of 


the Practice of Phyſick is in it ſelf. 


1 HE 


Of getting into 


Praclice in Phyjich, &c. 


S'1.3% 

INC E you delired my 
opinion of the Method at 
5 WS preſent, of getting into Bu- 
TR ſineſs in Phyſick here in Lon- 
don, and that you are (you 
ſay) reſolved to get into Pra- 
Rice (if poſſible) cout que cout. I have ac- 
cordingly here laid down my Obſervations 
on that Head, very neceſſary for that pur- 
pole, and which may I hope, be of Ule to 


others 
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others, as well as you ; ſo that different 
Perſons, Circumſtances, Cc. may chuſe 
thoſe Parts in particular which Suit them 


belt. 


As to the Foreign Phyſicians who come 
to Practice in London, whether Italian, 
French, or Germans, I leave em in ſome © 
Meaſure to their own Countrymen, to take 
Care of them; ſeeing theſe Obſervations may 
be more particularly uſeful to thoſe of our 
own Country, whether Engliſh, Scotch or 
Iriſh ; which laſt two may be conſidered as 
Country Phyſicians. Thoſe who have been 
| bred at Oxford or Cambridge, will not be 
in ſo much want of our Directions, as you 
foreign Graduates, and my Phyſicians, 
ſeeing they acquire there a ſubſtantial Ac- 
quaintance to Support them in London, &c. 
nor is it our Buſineſs here to take Notice 
how much, or how little they improve in 
thoſe learned Places, even tho' without 
Hoſpitals, &5c. ſince ingenious Men may 
by Application attain almoſt to any Thing, 
even in the Mountains of Wales, or High- 
lands of Scotland ; but real Improvement be- 
ing very unneceſſary to the preſent Purpole ; 
I therefore leave it, to talk to you of getting 
into Buſineſs, | 


THAT 


bw i] 


T 4 which gives me great Hopes of 
vou, is your Reſolution to go on, and 
to bruſh into Practice at all Hazards. Mon- 
+ fieur De Rochf, obſerves, that there is no- 
thing impoſſible, it we have but Reſolution 

and take the right Way to it. Beſides you 
know Audaces fortuna juvat ; and therefore 

above all Things, let me as a Friend, ad- 
viſe you to take care of ſtudying or endea- 
vouring to know much in this Way, ſince 
that will render you timorous and cautious, 
and conſequently keep you back in your 

Practice; beſides that, the more you ſearch 

{ the leſs you will be ſatisfy d, and when arriy- 

ed at the Top of all, you may with Solon 

| conclude, that all your Wiſdom (compara- 

; tively with real Knowledge) is in knowing 

nothing: Whereas, if you only S the 

Surface, you will go boldly on, and fancy 

your Knowledge ten Times more than what 

it really is. Thus then the great and princi- 
pal Thing you ought to be qualified with, 
is the formula Preſcribendi, for Form is now 
the main Chance, whether in Law or Phy- 
ſick, and without that, there is nothing to 
be done; this is in Buſineſs, the Aloha and 

Omega, the All in All; ſome will ſucceed 

and ſome won't, tis hit or miſs, Luck's all; 

you are paid go which Way it will. 


o 
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Ax p now as you are juſt arriv d in Town, w 
without having had the Benefit of eſtabliſh- int 
ing an Acquaintance at Oxford or Cambridge ſor 
among the Nobility, Clergy, c. and an ab- 
ſolute Stranger here, without the Aſſiſtance 50 
of Diſſenting Teachers, Relations, old hi 
Women, Nurſes, Children or Apotheca- \j(c 
ries: The firſt Thing then I am to adviſe th. 
you juſt now upon your Arrival, is to make h 
all the Noiſe and Buſtle you can, to make 11 
the whole Town ring of you if poſſible: 5, t 
So that every one in it may know, that there tis 
isin Being, and here in Town too, ſuch a uh. 
Phyſician. It ſignifies but little which Way tig 
it be, ſo it be done, and that your Name We 
be known and heard of, for that is half in : 
half, fince no one ſends to conſult him, they 
have not heard off, that being a Crime ſuffi- 
cient not to have been talk'd off; whereas 
if accuſtomed to your Name, or that it has 
been heard of in Town, you are then a fit 
Perſon to be called to the Sick. Thus 
the famous R, tis ſaid on his firſt Ar- 
rival, had halt the Porters in Town employ'd + 
to call for him, at all the Coffee-houſes, 
and publick Places, fo that his Name might the 
be known. A very famous Oculiſt has like- eleg 
wiſe freely told me, that he muſt ſtarve, did 
he not frequently put himſelf in the __ 

| | ick 


| 
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lick Prints; but as this is not ſo faſhionable 
with Phyſicians, ſo you may take the other 
„ ways toit. I could mention you ſome who got 
into Buſineſs in Phyſick by writing Poetry, 
* ſome by Divinity, others by Politicks, Gc. 


But ſhould you have an itching to make 
4 Four Name known by Writing a Book in 


*Phylick now ſo cuſtomary: I would Ad- 
* vile * to chuſe the Subject by which you 
e think you will get moſt Money, or that 
4 which may bring you into the moſt gene- 
© Tal Buſineſs, as Fevers, Small-Pox, &c. For 
in thoſe, ſome muſt always live, ſome dye, 
Ee ?tis a hard Matter to tell; when right, or 
a eben wrong; write which way you will, 
tis diſputable ; but certain it is, that the 


5 World in general (tor you have little to do 


ou certainly underſtand that which you 
'Tite about. The Method of Writing, if 


your Frontiſpiece, you addreſs not your 
k to ſome great Man, is to Club with 
me other Phyſicians ; and thus by way of 
Letters, to commend each others good Pra- 
Ftice, and ſo to ſupport and make each other 
amous, But above all Things, take particu- 
r Care, let the Subject be what it will, that 
the Words be well choſe; ſo to make up an 
©- elegant and florid Speech, ſince you have ten 
1 & B 2 to 


with particular Criticks) readily conclude, 
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12 | | 
to one that mindes the Language more than 
the Sence, as Mr, Pope well obſerves, 


' | 1 
Others for Language all their Que expreſs, © 
And Value Books, as Women Men for Dreſs , | 
Their Praiſe is ſtill, —the Stile is excellent ; 
The Sence, they humbly take upon Coment. 


Ax p next then I would adviſe you, j 
what ere thejSubje&t be you write on (if un- 
common the better) rather to write, ſo as 
that no Man can make any Thing ot it, ſo 
as neither to make downright Sence, or Non- 
ſence thereof, then otherwiſe ; becauſe thus 
none of the Profeſſion can well lay hold of 
you for any particular Part: Or, if they 
ſhould, there is Room for you to defend 
it, being as eaſy to be underſtood one 
Way as tother. This is that Method I com- 
mend, which Mr. Lock obſerves to be poſ- 
ſible enough for one to write a tolerable: 
Diſcourſe of, well choſe, and well joined 
Words ; which nevertheleſs, in the whole, 
makes not up any real Senſe, or intelligible 
Meaning. Thus I will ſuppoſe a Man to 
write or Diſcourſe of Sleep, now if writ in 
this manner, it is ten to one, but that it 
will make all who read it fall aſleep and 


con 


131 
conſequently, what can be better ſaid upon 


the Subject. 


Tu next Thing I am to adviſe you, is 
to make it your Buſineſs to get acquainted, 
and chic fly to keep Company with old Wo- 


men, Midwives, Nurſes and Apothecaries. 


Since theſe will ſtill be entertaining you in 
the Way of your Buſineſs, and as the 
Old Ladies, (5c. are moſt ſubject to Ail- 
ings, ſo they will ſtill -be acquainting you 
with the ſame ; and conſequently, you are 
to make the moſt of it, and never to neglect 
or make {light of the leaſt Complaint ; and 
thus you will gain the Reputation of being 
both careful and skiltul; whereas other- 
wiſe your Care and Skill may be ſuſpected, 
as well as your Aﬀection. Theſe other 
Guardians we have mentioned, will ſecond, 


and be aſſiſting to you at the ſame time, 


whilſt you are to take particular Care to 
be obliging to them in their Way, and fo 
accordingly to promote their Buſineſs, as 


well as they yours. Your good Methodus 
Preſcnihendi, will gain you great Reputati- 


on, with thoſe of the Pharmaceutic Buſineſs, 


particularly your Preſcriptions being both 


orderly and full, let the Succeſs be what it 
will, 


Tus 
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T avs if out of Buſineſs, or that Buſi- 
neſs ſlackens, you are to viſit ſome of theſe, 
or your elderly Ladies, or former Patients, 
G. who will readily talk to you of Buſineſs, 


are commonly moſt ready to talk to their 
Company, on that which they think their 
Company underſtand the beſt, or otherwiſe 


are ſo complaiſant, as to talk to their Friends 


of their Intereſt; for I would ſuppoſe you 
to have inſinuated yourſelt into their Friend- 
ſhip. Beſides that, the very ſeeing you now 
and then, may put them in the Minde of that, 
which otherwiſe they might forget, or na- 
turally go off of it ſelt, without your Aſſiſt- 
ance, and thus accordingly mils the Repu- 
tation you might have gained by ſuch an 
Opportunity. 


Tur Old and the Simple, the Riotous, 
the Whimſical and the Fearful are your 
moſt proper Company, and who will pro- 
vide you with moſt Buſineſs, there being 


far leſs to be got by the Wiſe and Sober, 


who are much more rarely ailing. But 
then you will perhaps tell me, that ſuch 


like Phyſicians will be the moſt proper 


to pleaſe and keep Company with ſuch, 
ſince Simele Simeli Gaudet. If ſo, then J A 
12 only 


: 
; 
£ 
p 
; 


either for themſelves or others, tor People 
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only ſay, that thoſe probably will ſtand the 


faireſt for Buſineſs ; and if you are ſoWile or 
Unwiſe, as not to ply, bend and truckle 
to their Humours, I doubt you wil be in 
danger of having leſs Butineſs : Or otherwiſe, 
if you would ſtill continue, and be eſteem- 
ot very Wile, Sober and Grave, you ſhould 
then learn moſt obſequiouſly to fawn and 
ſooth Man, Woman and Child, fince tew 
elſe will thrive well, unleſs bleſs'd with a 


little Wit, in which Caſe, they may be 


allow'd a little more Liberty. 


'T 1s true, there are again Ways and 
Means to be uſed to the gaining (by good 
Addreſs} a Reputation in the World, as by 


common Fame (which tho* frequently fal- 


lacious) yet will nevertheleſs have the cer- 
tain Effect of making you univerſally known, 


and uſhering you into Buſineſs, which is 


all you Deſire; to this End, the making 
Friends for ſome publick Lecturſhip is not 
amiſs, which ſerves for a Feather in your 
Cap, by which you become known, and fo 
taken Notice of tor a fine Feliow ; and thus 
you have an Opportunity of haranguing your 


* Auditory, which tho' it ſhould be but mob- 
' 'biſh or trifling, yet may ſerve to make a 
Noiſe, and ſo gain your Point. As to what 
you read or ſay to them, it matters not 


much 5 
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much; if from the more Muſty and antient 
Author, the better is the Authority; if 
from the more Modern, the more faſhiona- 
ble it will be: And thus conſequently you 
will either be eſteemed a very learned, or 
at leaſt a very ingenious Gentleman. 


Ax p now, if after this you can poſſibly, 
whether by ſlight or might, raiſe ſuch a Stock 
of Friends, as to introduce you to an Hoſ- 
pital Tafair & fait, your Buſineſs is then 
_ for Life, be your Succeſs, what it 
will. 


Bur as there is not Room for all in this 
Way, ſo there are other Ways and Means 
by which others Succeed well, as by Ma- 
trimonializing with ſome Old, or other 
Rich Maid or Widow ; eſpecially, you not 
being too Old, yet fit for Buſineſs, ſo as to 
be. vigilent, and to follow ir cloſely, for 
this ſets you in a clear Light, and Capa- 
Citates you to live in the Way of the World, 
People generally being employ'd in Pro- 

rtion to the Way they live. It your Wife 

ould happen to mind Buſineſs in her Way, 
it will certainly alſo encreaſe yours, for 
many good Reaſons, as increaſing your 
Friends and Acquaintance, (5c. And this 
is the chief Thing you Aim at; nor ought 
you 
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> 2 you to take amiſs what is ſubſervient to 
+ 2 that, or that each mind their own pro- 
per Buſineſs, ſince it will be hard for you 
3 Tx1s Obſervation may not only hold 
Good with you in Phyſick ;. but even al- 
] 5 in Midwifery or Surgery, Pharmacy, 


3 Is with this you ſhould think proper 
| to ſet up your Equipage, it might not be 
amis, as alſo in purchaſing and heaping 
together a Mountain of Books, tis no great 
Matter, tho you ſhould have the {ame 
Piece ten Times over; or whether you 
ever read one of them. And if to theſe 
: you ſhould add a Heap of any. Thing, or 
every Thing, you will then accordingly 
be judged to underſtand every Thing, and 
acquire the Reputation of a very Learn- 
ed and Ingenious Gentleman; hh theſe 
Things will ſerve to gather People toge- 
ther to ſtare, as at a High-Cerman Raree- 
Show, or as Children at a Toy-Shop; and 
dhe more Higle-pigledy they lye, Natural 
2 or Artificial, Falſe — True, the more 
Marvelous they will appear to your Spec- 
- tators. 
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likewiſe the acquiring of many different 
Titles by ſuch like Means, which ſerves 


as excellent Trappings, to uſher or forward i; 


you in Buſineſs. 


As to your Principles or Opinion, Re- 
ligious or Politick, I believe to thrive 
Well in Buſineſs, it may not be amiſs to 
let them ſwim with the Tide, eſpecially Yi 
when faſhionable: Or, otherwiſe change 
Hands as you find Buſineſs directs you; 
but above all, let not your Fingers be Sa- 


T ux entring into Combinations, Clubs, 


crilegiouſly defled; but be very gentle Jr 


in taking Fees of the Clergy, of whatſoe- 


ver Sect or Opinion. 


As to Noſb ums, 1 cannot much in- p 
courage you to Trade in theſe, if you would 
| . | | . 9 i 

propoſe to get univerſal Buſineſs; for tho 
they may ſerve to make you known at 
firſt, particularly in ſuch a Way; yet it 


will not promote general Buſineſs, but on li 


the contrary ; I therefore rather would 


adviſe you to Court, Follow and Chime i 


in with the Chief in Play, and if lucke- 


ly a noted Practitioner ſhould drop, do i 
you | 


vou be as ſure and ready to get into his 
; ZHouſe, as he is into his Coffin. 


I have already obſerved to you, that 
People are generally employed in Propor- 
tion to the Manner they live in, eſpecially 
if once a little known ; for the employing 

of many Artificers, Tradeſman, 92 you 
not only become more known; but they 
allo Support and Employ you: Thus it 
o you get much, you muſt ſpend much; and 
Y ſif you ſpend much, Jou will readily get 
e much, particularly if ſpent, in a proper 
Way, and once a little known. Don One- 
pedo is of Opinion, that the beſt Way to 
e run into Buſineſs, is to run into Debt, 
- Ybecauſe your Creditors will employ you 

to get paid; as to putting this Experi- 
ment in Practice, I ſhall rather chooſe to 
leave it to your own natural Genious to 
direct you therein, then much to perſwade 
you thereto, ſince there may be danger, 
1 ſhould it not ſucceed. But if you ſhall 
tell me that this ſeems even at beſt, to be 
little better then working for a dead Horſe. 
can only tell you, that if you have Am- 
®bition, and will live great, and be at the 
Top of Buſineſs this is the High Road to 
it, and probably much of this may 18 
is © 
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[ 26 ] | 
be obſerved in the other Affairs of hu« | 


Tus from what has been Hinted, if | © 
you make it your whole and fole Ap- 
plication to get into Buſineſs, without tur- , 
ning to the Right or Left, and to ſtick F . 
at nothing; but to take all Ways and 
Means thereto, you may indeed, not on- 8 
ly attain to a good Share of that, but e- [ 
ven alſo almoſt to any Thing; but if on the p 
Contrary, you either ſpend a great Part of 
your Time in private or publick Pleafures : ? | 
Or that you Love Retirement, Spend 
much of your Time in other Studies, &c 

you muſt then cotiſequently expect but lit- 
tle or no great Buſineſs, being great Plea- | 
fure and great Profit, in Buſineſs, do but 
rarely accompany one another, ſince as the 
Proverb is, we cannot have our Cake and 
earerum 77; : 


* 
x 


In ſhort, you are to conſult your oon 
natural Temper, what Suits you beſt, and 
what you beſt Hke ; if you like hutty ot 
Buſineſs to get Money, and not to take 
much Diverſion, you may, as we have 
obſerved, attain to that, or any Thing, ta- 
king the right Way thereto. HEE 
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As to our venereal Merchants or Doc- 
if ters, Occuliſts, Secret-mongers, (5c. I have 


ts 


no great Occaſion to take any great No- 
P- 2 tice of theſe to you; beſides that, moſt of 
them do already pretty well know the 
* # moſt proper Way of introducing themſelves 
into Practice. So that I ſhall leave them 
to their own Stock, their Gratis, or other 
3 Pamphlets, News, Books, Bills, Pills or 
Ballads, &c. Or otherwiſe to their Pa- 
"7 tients, Teſtificats, Grants, or Honours, from 
all the Kings of Europe or Soveraign Prin- 
ces of Italy or Germany, Gc. 


! To theſe Hints, I muſt obſerve to you, 
that Dancing and Dreſſing well ate not ſuch 
e | flight Accompliſhments to introduce a 
young Phylician into Practice, as you may 
imagine, being it makes him acceptable to 
the Ladies, and Beau monde, his faſhiona- 
wn ble Geſture, and gentle Manner of feeling 
nd à Pulſe agreably, is half the Buſineſs ; nay 
oft that, and a very little elſe, may in Time, 
ke for ought. I know, go a great Way to- 
ive 7 wards an Hoſpital, ot other Publick Em- 
ta- ploy. | 


In 
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Ix fine, I ſhall now leave you, may 
you live and bruſh on; for Buſineſs as 
| Honour 1s like a Widow, won 
- with brick Attempt, and putting on; 
With entving munſuly, and wing, 
| Not ſlow Approaches, like a Vi gin. 
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